48                      AGASTYAPANDITA's BAlA BHARATA

Moon and the Himavdn are worthy of the services of Gods, (^o^:

y<iuii) one as the abode of nectar and the other as a place of divine
dwelling, both are known as (li^l^ ^TK:) the first, as one who
showers snows by his cool rays and the other as one who is having
the snow clad mountains at his base. They deserve the respect from
Lord ^iva, the first one as an ornament on the head and the other
as the father-in-law of Lord 5'iva. After this Agastya says that such
a moon gives rise to the divine flow of moon light which dispells
darkness, just like the Ganges, the offspring of Himavdn, destroys
the sin and ignorance of the people. This verse in its entirety may
be viewed as to suggest the birth of the hero Dharmaja whose life
is a continuous flow of virtue that can dispell the ignorance of the
people at large. On the metrical analysis this verse illustrates the
3FH variety ofOT^iRr: and thus it refers to the name of the epic also
here.

The third verse describes the greatness of the flow of the divine
moonlight2'1 and here Agastya says that the ocean enjoys affluence
not because of the union with the waters of Gangd or with those
3f Yamund or with the waters of any other river, but only because
Df the flow of the moonlight. For a discerning eye the greatness
3f the life history of Dharmaja is clearly present here. Such an
3ye can recognise a reference to the life of Bhisma in the word
^ic-^l^, because of his connection with Gangd as a son. And can
see a reference to the life ofVedavydsa, on hearing the word ^TPJ^R:

because of his association with river Yamund (Vydsa's birth is in the
stand lying in the river Yamund). Thus here the suggestion is that
:he world is gaining affluence of virtue on hearing and adhering to
tie way of life led by Dharmaja only, but not adhering to the life
pattern of Bhzsma who followed a self imposed celibacy, yet staying
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